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Multiple views of the Mendocino Canyon head and pathway exhibited 
through the use of Seabeam Swath bathymetry
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Contoured Seabeam Swath 

bathymetry is shown

in the map to the middle right.

Expanded views are shown 

below and to the lower right.

       Views A-D were constructed from

the seabeam database.
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Detail view ot the Mattole and
Mendocino canyon heads showing
the spatial relationship of each and
their point of merger to the west
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An apparent older Mendocino pathway partially filled 
with turbidite sediments is shown in the center of the 
view. The upper reaches of the pathway appears to 
be offset by faulting accompanied by apparent 
sliding of the turbidite sediments down channel. The 
east-west active Mendocino pathway is observed in 
the background. 

The east-west Mendocino pathway situated in an 
apparent faulted valley and filled with turbidite 
sediments is shown in the center of the view. The 
Mendocino Ridge is to the right and an older 
Mendocino pathway offset by a major east-west fault 
is located to the left

The east-west active Mendocino pathway is shown 
in the foreground at the base of the Mendocino 
Ridge escarpment. The western half of the 
escarpment appears to have a more youthful 
physiography than that on the eastern half 
suggesting mass wasting of the slope in recent time. 
There appears to be accumulations of sediment and 
debris at the base of the western half of the 
escarpment.

The older Mendocino pathway can be seen from 
foreground to background with the channel axis 
orientated in a north-northwest south-southeast 
direction. The pathway has been clearly offset by 
uplift along a major east-west fault zone. Note the
offset of the southwest channel wall in the active 
east-west Mendocino pathway which has not 
received sufficient sediment input to obscure the 
offset wall.
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